RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
the berg itself. It may suddenly sweep away before
the impulse of some powerful and unpredictable eddy.
You will be left floating and gasping till a more
genial atmosphere succeeds.
But let us try to think of Simon as a man.
They say that he will probably look past you as he
shakes hands. In that there may be little that is
unjust. Have you his mind, his memory, his dis-
tinction? The chances are at least a million to one
against you. But it is not an attractive greeting. Nor
will you find it easy to carry on a light and amiable
conversation. It will quickly develop into a mono-
logue. With great condescension Sir John will begin
imparting information. If you venture to answer or
attempt to make a positive contribution to the common
gaiety beware of inaccuracies. You will be speedily
put wise* Anything like a discussion will be quietly
scotched. Simon is deadly in argument and cannot
resist one. He will annihilate any interchange by
starting a disquisition. You may think you are pro-
gressing well although the gaze of the great one is
straying over a picture or down the page of a book.
He can listen and read at the same moment. Every
weakness in your thought or language is being noted
for the correction that is never long delayed. However
slow your intelligence you will soon be made to see
how wrong you were or how incomplete your dialec-
tical defences. Thus does Simon seek to enliven the
dullest company.
He may be surprised at the disappointing social
consequences but he does not vary his manner. Has
anyone dared to go to him and tell him with his own
simplicity and directness that people do not enjoy